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America has by far the. best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunateiy much reporting is under the pressures of narrcw provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus rcolitical fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 


threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research anal 


yses, and forecasts 


drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avcid the violent changes inherent in war and in 
communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdcm of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





Youth Serving Abroad 


The American Council of Edu- 
cation reports that, in a poll of over 
a thousand college and university 
presidents, 94 per cent support Pres- 
ident Kennedy’s Peace Corps pro- 
gram. 


The Peace Corps idea is not new. 
Such teams have been operating for 
14 years under the sponsorship of 
the World Council of Churches. 
Every summer young Christians 
from many countries join in these 
ecumenical work camps, undertaking 
hard manual labor in many useful 
projects to demonstrate their good- 
will and concern in helping human 
beings everywhere — and to learn 
from those they help. These young 
people pay their own expenses or 
their home-town churches help with 
transportation costs. This summer 
1100 from 55 countries, including 
250 Americans, will serve abroad. 


One group of American youth 
is going to Hong Kong this sum- 
mer to work without pay on the 
construction of a treatment center 
for narcotic addicts. Another team 
will clear ground for a park in 
Hiroshima. Still others will lay 
brick for a village school in Brazil. 
Others will help rebuild homes de- 
stroyed by earthquakes in Chile. 


The point of their efforts is more 
far reaching than simply their ac- 
tual manual labor. After all there 
is an overabundance of labor in 
most of these countries. These 
American youths demonstrate more 
productive, healthful or practical 
methods — in road building, sanita- 
tion, plowing, soil conservation, ani- 
mal husbandry, shelter and many 
other projects where modern meth- 
ods help achieve more food, better 
health, communications and _liter- 
acy. Their example is also impor- 
tant in demonstrating that manual 
work is not beneath the dignity of 
educated young men and women. 
In many parts of the world, work 
with the hands marks a serious 
class distinction, hence the edu- 
cated, who could point the way to 
better ways of doing things, feel 
demeaned by manual work. 








TO AFRICA 


With this release we enter 
the reduced summer publishing 
schedule, focusing our attention 
on highly condensed analyses 
and forecasts dealing with the 
major issues that will hold the 
world’s attention during the va- 
cation period. 

Your editor will spend the 
summer weeks in Africa, visiting 
Liberia, Nigeria, Ghana, the Con- 
go, the South African Republic, 
Rhodesia-Nyasaland, Tanganyika 
and Kenya — renewing and ex- 
tending contacts in these impor- 
tant areas. Last autumn and win- 
ter he was in Cuba and the Car- 
ibbean areas; last summer, over 
much of South America; the pre- 
ceding year, in Russia, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Germany and 
other parts of Europe; before 
that, in Asia and the Mideast. 
Almost constantly on the move, 
visiting American educators, 
medical missionaries, diplomatic 
personnel, the clergy, scientists, 
economists and others at home 
and abroad, Mr. Wells’ travels 
have built what has been describ- 
ed by a noted professor in an 
Eastern university as “Perhaps 
the most penetrating, prophetic 
and down-to-earth source of in- 
formation available anywhere in 
the world.” 

Between The Lines never asks 
for contributions of any kind, 
depends on no foundation or 
patrons’ association or other gim- 
mick for support. We only ask 
that our readers appoint them- 
selves as subscription agents and 
promoters because they have 
found this Newsletter so useful. 


We believe that this summer 
will be a particularly rewarding 
period to introduce Between The 
Lines to new readers. Pass your 
copy along to someone else; send 
in gift subscriptions. An espe- 
cially good idea for graduation 
gifts. A thoughtful gift for teach- 


ers, clergymen and laymen who are sen- 
sitive to the crucial nature of this hour. 
For each five subscriptions you send in, 
we will give you a year’s extension on 
your own subscription without cost. 








X-Ray and Forecast 


S PRESIDENT KENNEDY MEETS KHRUSHCHEYV, these are 
the basic factors that will underlie the discussion, despite any dec- 
larations they make or interpretations others make of their meeting: 
@ All sane men here and in Russia openly accept the fact that 
the total destruction of atomic war makes modern war totally insane, as 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur has so often stated. Only fools and fanatics now 
accept war as a solution for communism or anything else. Since Khrush- 
chev is judged by all to be a shrewd and able leader, he does not want 
war for the Soviet, nor does Kennedy want war for the U.S., and both 
will do all possible to avoid it. 


@ The Soviet is much concerned, as is the U.S., about control- 
ling armaments, for Red China will soon have atomic bombs and missiles. 
The Russians have many reasons to be concerned about a Red China 
armed with atomic weapons. It is believed by many top observers that 
the Kremlin sincerely wishes to further coexistence with the West so as 
to be prepared for any eventuality in relation to a Red China with atomic 
arms. 

@ Despite all this, the Communist leadership in the Kremlin 
still seeks to win domination over the world, but, knowing such an achieve- 
ment is now impossible through war, they will continue to seek domina- 
tion through economic and political subversion, stirring revolutionary 
eruptions along Marxist lines wherever and whenever possible. 


SUMMER LESSONS 


URING the coming summer, a principal preoccupation of official 
Washington will be the continuing re-evaluation and reorganization 
of the U.S. defense system, a fresh look forced upon us by our losses 
in Laos, South Vietnam, Cuba and by the threat of Communist penetra- 
tion elsewhere. These changes, of which the public still hears far too 
little, are being vigorously opposed by bureaucratic strongholds in the 
Pentagon, the Central Intelligence Agency and the defense industries. 
THE PENTAGON AND THE CIA had full opportunity in Laos 
and Cuba to carry out their ideas for stopping Communist expansion — 
yet our failures in these areas were shocking and costly. We spent $300 
millions to make Laos a Western military stronghold, pushing U.S.-backed 
armies right up against Communist China and Communist Vietnam. All 
this accomplished was to stir a somnambulant neutral state into an inferno 
of Communist infiltration and counterattack— which common sense 
might have warned us would follow. The U.S. military-intelligence dis- 
aster in Cuba is so recent and extensive as hardly to require comment. 


IN SOUTH VIETNAM, next door to Laos, a similar situation 
dramatically exposes U.S. weaknesses — and, what is still more impor- 
tant, the neglected elements of our strength. Although little of this has 
been reported in the press, official Washington has been startled by the 
discovery that the Communists were prodded into fresh action in Viet- 
nam by the success of the U.S. aid program which had, unlike our efforts 
in Laos, been on an extensive scale and quite independent of the military 
build-up. The U.S. aid groups in South Vietnam built many agricultural 
experimental stations and health centers with over 100 dispensaries for 
combatting malaria and other diseases, plus numerous school and road 
construction projects. These efforts were so successful that the Reds were 
frightened by the mounting prestige the U.S. was gaining and felt com- 
pelled to launch guerrilla attacks to destroy the U.S. aid program. They 
stole and crippled road-building machinery, burned new school buildings, 
forcing 60 American aid dispensaries to close and 10 agricultural experi- 
ment projects to withdraw. Native assistants to U.S. aid teams have been 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 








X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


kidnapped, tortured and assassinated by the score. Red terrorists have 
forced 700 teachers to quit classrooms built by this U.S. assistance. 


The resounding success of U.S. constructive efforts, under freed . threatened, by 
contrast, the nearby C ist develop prog ducted under the dingy atmosphere 
of the Marxist dictatorship — and forced the Reds into counterattack! To hurl bombs, missiles 
~~ into this situation would only multiply the disasters and threaten the life of all 
mankind. 








A NEW KIND OF WAR 


UT of these experiences and after years of floundering before the 

Communist techniques, U.S. leaders are finally facing the fact that 
the Reds only use military power as one arm of their aggression. And if 
we are to recover ground in South Vietnam, in Laos or in Cuba . 
if we are to meet the Red challenge successfully elsewhere in Asia, Africa 
or Latin America, we must be prepared for an entirely new kind of war- 
fare. We must now adopt tactics which we have completely ignored thus 
far in the profit-grabbing big-weapons defense program, although the 
Marxists have successfully employed these tactics for 40 years! Instead 
of using the usual massive forces and big fire-power techniques which 
have dominated the U.S. military mind in the past, we must create an 
extensive system of guerrilla ground forces ready to enter any areas of 
the world where a Communist advance threatens. 


TO MAKE OUR GUERRILLA FORCES SUCCESSFUL we 
must recognize, moreover, a whole new psychological concept of war — 
that modern war aims at winning people, not killing them. To isolate the 
enemy and destroy him is required; but winning the people away from 
the enemy and from cooperation with the enemy is also primary. For 
this it is essential that guerrilla battalions be accompanied by units able, 
as they enter each village, to speak the language, administer medical aid, 
provide food, thus assisting the people immediately in their personal 
problems and winning their cooperation and support. When an area has 
been “conquered” by these methods, then thorough-going rehabilitation 
programs must be launched immediately, agricultural reforms inaugu- 
rated, educational and public health projects instituted on a wide scale, 
followed by industrialization and political administration. This is an end- 
less task but one which the Reds tackle promptly to promote their way 
of life. 

THE ART OF GUERRILLA WARFARE has been a specialty 
of Mao Tze-tung whose essays on guerrilla warfare have become classics 
of military study. The French Army, after its ignominious defeat in Indo- 
china, re-trained thousands of troops for guerrilla action in Algeria. Had 
the French Army not mastered guerrilla warfare, military tacticians be- 
lieve Algeria would have been lost to France years ago. Mao Tze-tung 
developed these tactics to such an extent that his Red Chinese troops 
all had to be trained expertly in political theory, first aid, emergency food 
handling, fire prevention, etc., so that every soldier became “a friend and 
teacher of the people” the minute he penetrated into new territories. (For 
a review of Mao’s guerrilla teachings, see Mao Tze-tung by Robert Payne, 
publ. by Schuman, ’50.) 

THE PLAIN TRUTH is that our defense program, based on “the 
containment of communism” has deteriorated into a costly failure. For 
the 70 or more U.S. military bastions around the Russian periphery have 
not “contained communism”; the Reds have and are circumventing them 
with ease in Asia, Africa and now in our own Hemisphere. Our failure 
is compounded by the political instability, chaos and tyranny that char- 
acterize many of these so-called U.S. bastions, evils arising out of the 
profligacy and corruption attending our military establishments. Instead 
of aiding the people we sought to defend, in almost every spot where 
U.S. defense billions have been spent (Korea, Formosa, Laos, Thailand, 
Iran, Turkey), we have permitted rampant economic corruption and po- 
litical chaos which beckon Communist infiltration under the very noses 
of our high command. 


AS LONG AS THE U.S. HAD A MONOPOLY on atomic 
weapons, the threat of U.S. armed power compelled the Communists to 
remain behind their barricades. But that day has long passed. So far this 
country has never had a leader who, in the words of Walter Lippmann, 
has dared to challenge the military with the fact that “we are building 
weakness where we pretend to build strength.” Eisenhower came close 
to it when he warned in his farewell address of the threat to our strength 
and freedoms from “the military-industrial-technological complex.” Will 
President Kennedy have the courage and ability to press these epochal 
changes? 

IT WILL BE A MAJOR TASK just to educate the public in the 
new kind of warfare needed, since most of the press is wedded to the 
concept of big air and sea fleets, big weapons and big profits of our tra- 
ditional defense program. Guerrilla armies (which depend chiefly on small 
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The Cold War Front 
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Crime And Alcohol 


The FBI reports that urban crime increased 12 per cent in 1960 
over the previous year. Youthful crimes rose 7 per cent in urban areas 
and 5 per cent in rural districts. While no national statistics have been 
released relative to crime and alcohol, the state Public Health Dept. of 
California, in a study of 2,325 prisoners, found that 98 per cent of them 
were steady drinkers and more than half testified that they had been 
drinking just prior to committing the crime for which they were arrested. 


Regarding alcohol and _ traffic 





safety, a New York state police 
captain states that blood samples 
taken from the dead passengers, 
dead drivers and dead pedestrians 
in his area revealed that 65 to 70 
per cent of the victims had a dam- 
aging alcohol content in their veins. 
Due to the pressure of alcohol in- 
terests on public life, police and 
law enforcement officials are cau- 
tious about releasing such findings. 


The National Safety Council has 
not been quite so reluctant. The 
Council estimates that approxi- 
mately 20,000 people are killed by 
drunken drivers each year (about 
50 per cent), and at least 400,000 
additional are injured in traffic ac- 
cidents caused by either a drinking 
driver or a drinking pedestrian. 


The national advertising budget 
for alcoholic beverages is so large 
that it has serious influence in sup- 
pressing facts on the relationship 
of alcohol to crime and highway 
accidents. About $400 million a 
year is spent on national liquor 
advertising with another $100 mil- 
lion spent directly in state and 
local advertising outlets. 


The beer and distillery interests, 
moreover, are entering a new era 
of prosperity which will no doubt 
mean an increase of their adver- 
tising budgets. These new profits 
result from automation. The Hiram 
Walker Co. has installed automated 
machinery which enables the com- 
pany to double their output from 
the same number of workers. 

Will our capitalistic society evolve 
safeguards against this unrestrained 
commercialization of alcohol? Or 
will the profits in the liquor busi- 
ness continue to protect it from 


any concerted drive on alcoholism? 


The Iron Curtain countries, fol- 
lowing Russia’s long established ex- 
ample, are launching full scale 
drives to curb alcoholism. For 
years in the Soviet Union, most offi- 
cial publicity relative to alcoholic 
beverages aims at curbing the sale 
and consumption of alcohol. 


In Hungary an official drive is 
on to limit the number of drinking 
shops or bars in all communities. 
The Communist party plans a si- 
multaneous drive to increase the 
sale of soft drinks and fruit juices 
by establishing “friendship bars” 
around factories, schools and uni- 
versities to encourage non-alcoholic 
conviviality. Will their soft drinks 
be made of the sugary un-nutri- 
tious (when not actually harmful) 
ingredients that constitute many of 
our soft drinks —or will they be 
made of more delicious pure fruit 
juices? We'll be interested to watch 
developments in that direction. 





Smoking and Pregnancy: A med- 
ical research study by Johns Hop- 
kins strongly indicates a relation- 
ship between heavy smoking and 
premature birth. In a study of the 
records of 2,736 women for a pe- 
riod of 2% years, the rate of pre- 
mature births among the smokers 
was more than double the rate 
among non-smoking mothers. Pre- 
mature births were 11.1 per cent 
among non-smokers and 22.9 per 
cent among heavy smokers. The 
same study revealed further that 
when 154 women in this group de- 
cided to stop smoking during preg- 
nancy, there was a marked decline 
in rate of premature births. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


arms) and economic aid teams do not offer many lush cost-plus contracts 
to industry. So there is little enthusiasm for these changes in most mili- 
tary-industrial circles— in fact there is much underground opposition. 
Whenever the Communists make a new subversive thrust, the tendency 
is still to whoop it up for more big bombers, missiles and air carriers 
which have little or no relationship to the new real need. 

PRESIDENT KENNEDY WOULD DUMP about 30 to 40 per 
cent of the defense program if he dared. This is gradually becoming ap- 
parent as the arms curtailment schedule evolves. These curtailments will 
be made while the guerrilla forces, backed by accelerated aid programs, 
are pushed. As we have previously reported, a safe margin of deterrence 
against any remote possibility of major Soviet assault will be maintained 
by completing the squadron of 29 Polaris submarines and the 400 or 
more ICBM Minutemen, plus the airborne Skybolt missiles. There is 
plenty of deterrence here, according to Admiral J. M. Higgins, for each 
single Polaris with its 16 missiles carries more explosive power than all 
the bombing and all the shooting on both sides during all the four years 
of World War II! 

THE REMAINING QUESTIONS: Can 40 per cent of the tra- 
ditional defense spending be dumped without creating a depression? Will 
some of the hot-headed champions of big weaponry in the Pentagon and 
CIA trip us into circumstances that will make full-scale war inescapable? 
The way the same establishments promoted the Cuban invasion fiasco 
should warn us. The U-2 incident, which is being recorded by historians 
as one of the biggest intelligence goofs in history, plus a host of other 
records of similar and equally dangerous miscalculations, should justify 
concern. 


LIVING WITH CASTRO 

ESPITE all the headlines and declarations that “we’ve got to do 

something about Cuba,” even if it means all-out military action, 
the realization grows that nothing can be done under the circumstances. 
These circumstances were created by U/S. policy itself and now involve 
the impact of the Castro revolution on all Latin America. It is disturbing 
to think of a Communist state being established in this Hemisphere, but 
the truth is we will have to endure Castro until we have created some- 
thing better to offer the millions of Latin Americans who still live in dis- 
ease-ridden, impoverished villages, and to whom communism offers no 
threat. A man with an empty stomach is not free but rather is under the 
worst kind of bondage. Not until his stomach is full and his children fed 
does he concern himself with freedom. 

A FEW IMPORTANT VOICES fortunately are thinking straight 
on the Cuban dilemma — and speaking boldly. One of the most influen- 
tial of these is Congressman Frank Kowalski (D., Conn.), the only regu- 
lar Army officer in Congress and one of those who warns of the futility 
of further military intervention in Cuba. Congressman Kowalski has also 
asked for negotiations with Castro— along the line of this Newsletter’s 
plea in our issue of May 1. In a statement to the Congress on April 27, 
Kowalski said that the invasion in Cuba failed because “it had no roots 
in Cuba,” failed because it had “no appeal for the poor farmer and the 
worker . . . . Whatever Americans may think of Castro, he is nonethe- 
less a living example of a successful revolutionist . . . . He won in Cuba 
because he fanned the burning desire of the peons for land and reform. 
He has maintained himself in Cuba, because he fans the great pride of 
Cubans in Cuba and in themselves . . . . We have also failed to starve 
Castro into submission. The sugar embargo has failed and so have our 
efforts to isolate Cuba. As a matter of fact, these efforts have aroused 
sympathies for the Cubans throughout South America and in many parts 
of the world. The great Yankee democracy is pictured as a heartless co- 
lossus crushing the little people of Cuba.... ” 

SPEAKING OF U.S. MILITARY INTERVENTION in Cuba, 
Congressman Kowalski adds, “This will require the recruitment, train- 
ing and equipping of major invasion forces. It will require naval and 
air support . . . . This course will lead us to horrible bloodshed ... . 
Is there an alternative? . . . . How will we know whether some accept- 
able rapprochement is not possible unless we try? This Government might 
well exercise a little restraint and patience with Cuba. Castro may be 

. a thorn in our side, but no one believes Cuba is a serious chal- 
lenge to the U.S.” Congressman Kowalski then suggests that: 

@ The American people accept the land reform program and 
the social and economic changes inaugurated in Cuba, providing the 
Government of Cuba will undertake to reimburse the original owners 
for their properties. 

@ The American people consider the re-establishment of normal 


trade relations between our two countries, even an offer of economic 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 


Notes On The Economy 


Stock Market Fever: Wall St. financiers are alarmed because the 
present splurge in the stock market approaches the speculative frenzy of 
1929, just before the break, and because much of the money being in- 
vested is of a kind that represents the hoarded savings of people who 
should not be “playing the market.” 

One stock broker said, “When a fellow walks in here with $3,000. 
in five and ten dollar bills, you can’t tell me it didn’t come out of a mat- 
tress, a tin can in the basement or a deposit box. These people should 


not be dabbling in the market.” 


While investment houses are glad 
to get their commissions for ar- 
ranging sales and handling these 
investments, they’re still scared be- 
cause too much of it means trouble. 
The one reassuring factor is the 
margin requirement of 70 per cent 
imposed by the Federal Govern- 
ment, hence a customer can only 
borrow 30 per cent on his invest- 
ment when buying his stocks. In 
1929, borrowing 50 per cent or 
more was common so that a drop 
in market prices would more 
quickly wipe out the buyer’s hold- 
ings unless he were able to “cover” 
with more cash. Most stocks are 
now priced three times their actual 
worth in terms of net earnings. In 
other words, the market could fall 
nearly 70 per cent, wiping out mil- 
lions of small and medium inves- 
tors—and still be a normally 
priced market! That gives you an 
idea of the altitude of this inflation. 
This Newsletter has heard from 
numerous sources that the profes- 
sionals are pulling their money out 
of the booming stocks, taking out 
their profits and stowing away this 
capital in old line, blue chips that 
aren’t zooming so high. 

Business Morals: When you read 
of the corrupt labor unioneers pil- 
fering $400 to $700 a week in 
souped-up wages on missile defense 
projects, don’t forget that the Gov- 
ernment has been forced to recap- 
ture millions in surplus profits from 
numerous corporations — sums that 
were hidden neatly away in the 
cost-plus racket which is still in 
force in thousands of defense con- 
tracts. The defense industry tycoons 
are again campaigning behind the 
scenes in Congress to prevent the 
renewal of the defense legislation 
renegotiation amendment which 
permits the Government to investi- 
gate and recapture exorbitant prof- 
its. If the labor racketeers pilfer the 
public treasury, it’s a stinking crime; 
if the corporations do it — and get 
away with it — that’s sharp manage- 
ment! (For details on previous fight 
against continuing the renegotiation 


clause, see N.Y. Times, Jan. 12, . 


°59; Washington Post, May 22, ’59.) 


ing the week of June 6, 1950, both 
the N.Y. Times and the Wall St. 
Journal carried the statement by the 
U.S. Comptroller General’s office 
charging that fraud and excessive 
profits had cost the U.S. taxpayer 
at least $500 millions during World 


War II! The labor racketeers are 
amateurs. 


Business leaders, young Henry 
Ford and others, have warned their 
own fraternities that management 
must clean house — and fast — or 
events yet to come will destroy 
public confidence in business and 
open the doors wide to increased 
government regulations of prices, 
profits and wages. You see this 
shaping up at two spots in official 
Washington — in the Senate anti- 
monopoly subcommittee and the 
Justice Dept. whence the crack- 
down will finally come. 


Top management in General 
Electric and Westinghouse, for in- 
stance, have been disputing each 
other over who has been to blame 
for the price-fixing in their industry. 
This long-standing practice has cost 
the life of thousands of little busi- 
nesses, a point much of the press 
has played down in these investiga- 
tions while slanting the story as if 
the Government were “persecuting 
the poor GE businessmen.” (Such 
government action arises from mul- 
tiple complaints from small busi- 
nessmen.) 

As to the knowledge of price-fix- 
ing by top officials, Sen. Hart (D., 
Mich.) exclaimed, “Somebody is ly- 
ing’; the chairman, Sen. Kefauver, 
is turning over the evidence which 
the committee has gathered to the 
Justice Dept. A corporation lawyer 
commented, “The buck-passing ex- 
ecutives would have been smarter 
to have come clean on their respon- 
sibility and have kept the Justice 
Dept. out of it.” 

Crime and Business: Tied to the 
illegal price-fixing racket is the 
great underground investigation now 
being quietly pushed by the Justice 
Dept. on the relation of gambling, 
crime and legitimate business. The 
American press has not told a tenth 
of the truth about this, and some- 
day we'll have a merry blow-up 
when the Dept. begins to crack 
down. This Newsletter has repeat- 
edly reported that the tie between 
gambling, rackets, crime and large 


. business groups was the biggest is- 


ihe _ sue of the recent Presidential cam- 
This is not a new problem: Dur- -: 


paign, but an issue no one dared 
touch. As soon as John F. Ken- 
nedy became President, however, 
he appointed his brother Robert 
Kennedy head of the Dept. of Jus- 
tice over scores of more experienced 
condidates, mainly because Robert 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Notes On Economy (continued) 


Kennedy, as chief council of the 
Senate Rackets Committee, had for 
three years studied at first hand 
the rat-runs of the gambling rack- 
eteers and their ties to the labor 
unions and to important segments 
of business. 

The Dept. of Justice estimates 
that $7 billion a year is spent on 
gambling and is studying the meth- 
ods by which the enormous profits 
are being funneled into legitimate 
business from coast to coast. This 
means that the gambling ties with 
banking, communications and real 
estate operations (hotels, resorts, 
etc.) present one of the big inter- 
state nerve systems of American 
business life. Leading legal authori- 
ties have often testified that the 
control of these elements over both 
political parties and over law en- 
forcement at the local and state 
level is almost complete. The FBI 
chief J. Edgar Hoover, who makes 
such big noises about communism 
when he is seeking appropriations 
for his organization, shies away 


when there is talk about the FBI’s 
moving in on what is a much more 
immediate and closer menace to 
our freedoms than the sprinkle of 
psychotic Reds over the nation. 
Organized gangsters have always 
been sponsors of tyrants like Hitler 
and Mussolini. Hoover, who has 
said that crime costs the U.S. pub- 
lic $22 billions annually, has been 
reluctant to join Robert Kennedy, 
his chief, in urging Congress to 
pass laws that will give the FBI 
tools to clamp down on the gam- 
bling syndicates. (AP dispatch, May 
16.) 

When we add up the gambling 
take, the crime costs and the money 
spent on alcohol, it isn’t hard to 
see how our country could skid into 
a deep ditch if the protracted war- 
defense boom ends and if world 
trade and our own economy tried 
to live at the levels which most of 
the world accepts as normal. Yet 
we might find more of the good 
life, more security, less need for 
tranquilizers at some of these levels. 





The Religious Community In Russia 


Moscow periodicals complain of young artists who have exhibited 


“criminal behavior” in devoting part of their time to painting religious 
pictures. The magazine Soviet Culture has criticized young painters who 
reveal “the most disgusting traits. Though educated on the state’s money, 
they have now turned their education to selfish and superstitious pur- 
poses — by producing religious art!” The magazine has also excoriated 
one of Russia’s most famous opera singers for devoting his talents each 


Saturday and Sunday to a Moscow cathedral. The magazine reports that 
the artists and the singer repented their “criminal deeds” some months 
ago at a special Communist party meeting but have nevertheless carried 


on their religious activities — for which they have been well paid. 


Old St. Petersburg — today’s 
Leningrad — was noted for its 
famous and beautiful churches in 
the days of the Tzars. Recently 
N.Y. Times writer Seymour Top- 
ping made a survey of religion in 
Leningrad today and reported that 
despite 43 years of religious per- 
secution there are 16 large Ortho- 
dox Churches still carrying on, 
along with one Roman Catholic, 
one Baptist, one Jewish Synagogue 
and one Moslem Mosque. 

These are crowded for nearly all 
services. One of the churches, St. 
Nicholas’, can accommodate 10,000 
worshippers. The Baptist Church, 
seating over 1,500, is filled several 
times a week. The Roman Catholic 
Church holds 3,000 persons. The 
Jewish Synagogue, one of the 
largest in the world, holds 4,000, 
and there are 16 small Jewish 
prayer houses in various parts of 
the city. The pastor of the Baptist 
Church reports that his congrega- 
tion now numbers approximately 
3,000 and is steadily increasing. 
(Although most church attenders 
are middle-aged and elderly wom- 
en, an increasing number of young 
people in their twenties and thirties 
may also be seen in church, with 


more males in evidence than might 
be expected.) 

It is significant that a great num- 
ber of young people await their 
turn to be married after the services 
or to have babies baptized. Topping 
states, “They bring hundreds of 
children to be baptized by special 
arrangement on Sunday after the 
worship hour has concluded.” 

Churches in Russia are not per- 
mitted to give religious instruction 
to children below the age of 16. 
In Soviet schools, children are not 
only taught atheism but are in- 
structed that opportunities for prog- 
ress and well-being in the U.S.S.R. 
are closed to those who cling to 
the “old religious superstitions.” 
Therefore religious persecution still 
exists in Russia in subtle but effec- 
tive forms. Yet it has not eradi- 
cated religion. 

Early Communist literature prom- 
ised that no churches or Christians 
would be found in Russia by 1940. 
When pastors or priests are asked, 
“What are your relationships with 
the state?”, they reply, “They don’t 
bother us and we don’t bother them. 
Our churches are entirely self- 
supporting.” 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


aid to Cuba .. . . accepting the Cuban people as full partners in the 
inter-American society of nations — providing that the Government of 
Cuba will not serve as a base for Soviet penetration into this Hemisphere. 

@ Kowalski continues, “I am suggesting that there is room for 
exploration of alternative accommodations. I am not suggesting, how- 
ever, that this nation can stand quietly by while Cuba builds up a base 
hostile to our way of life and dedicated to Soviet Union penetration into 
this Hemisphere. What I am saying is that we should give Castro an op- 
portunity to demonstrate to the world and to the United States that he 
is not a tool of Soviet subversion. If he is willing to do this, he has 
nothing to fear from the U.S.” 

(IT IS IMPORTANT to insert here that, in the numerous con- 
tacts this Newsletter has maintained in Cuba, all have vigorously insisted 
that the Cuban people would tolerate no overlordship on the part of 
Soviet Russia . . . . The Kremlin is aware of this and has carefully 
avoided any such gesture — even seeing to it that most of the technical 
aid teams are Czechoslovakians, Poles and East Germans, rather than 
Russians.) 


Kowalski concludes, “So let us begin anew — remembering on 
both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness and that sincerity is 
always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate out of fear. But let us 
never fear to negotiate.” 

SEN. WAYNE MORSE (D., Ore.) made similar statements in 
the Senate. He warned, “A U.S. military action in Cuba would set the 
U.S. back 50 years in Latin American relations.” Sen. Claiborne Pell 
(D., R.I.), who visited Cuba in December, warned the White House prior 
to the invasion of the likelihood of its failure because the Pentagon and 
CIA were supporting the more conservative counter-revolutionaries. 
Moreover, according to Stuart Novis who covered the invasion for CBS, 
the CIA practically handcuffed the leadership of the liberal wing of the 
anti-Castro invasion forces so the counter-revolution could be dominated 
by the reactionary groups who sought to re-establish the old landlordism 
system for rich Cubans and for the American sugar corporations. And 
these liberal leaders under Manolo Ray, of the peoples revolutionary 
party whom the CIA bottled up and kept out of the invasion, were the 
only groups that had extensive contacts with anti-Castro underground 
forces in Cuba! (Reporter Magazine, May 11.) 

HOW DOES PRESIDENT KENNEDY THINK? While he was 
campaigning he stated (N.Y. Times, Oct. 7, ’60): “Two years ago bands 
of bearded rebels under Castro . . . . ended the brutal dictatorship of 
Batista. The Cuban revolution reflected the deepest aspirations of the 
Cuban people . . . . The real question is what should have been done? 
What did we do wrong? The answer is four-fold: First, we refused to 
help Cuba meet its desperate need for economic progress . . Nearly 
all of our aid was in the form of weapons assistance. Second, we used 
the influence of our Government to advance the interests and increase 
the profits of the private American companies which dominated the 
island’s economy . . . . Third, we gave stature and support to one of 
the most bloody and evil dictatorships in the history of Latin America. 
Fourth, it was our own policies, not those of Castro, that first began to 
turn our former neighbor against us.” 

Therefore, President Kennedy knows what’s gone wrong and could 
lead out in a new approach to the Cuban problem. Will the American 
public, brain-washed by our military propaganda and the distorted head- 
lines (under the pressure of a billion dollars lost in Cuban investments), 
provide the President with adequate support for constructive action? 


A FOOTNOTE on “the persecution of the Catholic Church in 
Cuba”: Headlines have played up the attacks against the Roman church 
and the expulsion of priests and nuns from Cuba. The same news dis- 
patches have usually ignored the fact that out of 1000 priests in Cuba, 
only 200 are Cubans (out of a population of 6,500,000). Nearly all the 
priests and a great proportion of the nuns are Spanish —a 50-year hang- 
over of Spanish colonialism, despised by all Cubans. (N.Y. Times, Aug. 
22, ’60.) All who know Cuba well testify that the Roman Catholic Church 
is not strong in Cuba. Protestantism has been making rapid gains. Because 
the growing Protestant mission movement has favored economic and po- 
litical reforms, the Roman Catholic hierarchy will likely try to blame 
Castro on the Protestants, as they have in the past labelled Protestants 
as “Communists” for seeking reforms in many parts of Latin America. 

THE OBLIGATION TO BE INFORMED becomes an ever 
more pressing responsibility of all citizens but particularly of Protestants 
and other such groups who have historically pioneered on the frontier of 


freedom and opportunity for all. 
Harter Chet 





